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Purpose of Report

1. The Authority’s external auditor, Grant Thornton (GT), as part of their work on the
2021/22 financial statements, have requested that the Service complete a risk
assessment questionnaire. The purpose of this report is to share with the Members
of the Audit Committee the responses to the GT questionnaire prepared by the
Director of Finance and Procurement, and, subject to any amendments ask
Members to approve the responses outlined in Appendix A.

Recommendation

2. It is recommended that Members;

a) review the Director of Finance and Procurement responses to the Grant

Thornton risk assessment questions outlined in Appendix A; and

b) subject to any Member amendments, approve the responses outlined in

Appendix A.

Introduction and Background

3. As part of the 2021/22 audit work undertaken by GT on the Authority’s financial
statements, GT will carry out a risk assessment of management processes and

how the Authority manages the following areas:

e General Enquiries of Management — (any significant challenges that

may impact on the financial statements),

Fraud,

Related Parties,
Going Concern, and
Accounting Estimates.




GT undertake their risk assessment via a series of questions on each area. The
Service’s response to these questions will be used by GT to obtain an
understanding of management processes and the Authority’s oversight into GT's
areas of perceived risk.

The Director of Finance and Procurement has prepared responses on to the GT
questions using the GT template. Appendix A outlines the proposed responses.
No areas of concern have been identified by the Director of Finance and
Procurement.

GT have asked that the Audit Committee consider whether these responses are
consistent with its understanding and whether there are any further comments
Members would wish to make. Therefore, Members are asked to consider the
questions raised by GT and the Director of Finance and Procurement responses
and subject to any suggested amendments approve the responses in Appendix
A.

Equality and Diversity Implications

7.

Good governance and sound internal control includes having effective practices
to manage equality and diversity issues.

Staff Implications

8.

There are no staff implications arising from this report.

Legal Implications

9.

No direct legal implications are associated with the questionnaire.

Financial Implications & Value for Money

10. There are no direct financial implications arising from the report.

Risk Management, Health & Safety, and Environmental Implications

11.

Good governance and sound management processes help mitigate known
risks from ensuring the Authority’s vision and objectives are being fulfilled.

Contribution to Our Vision: To be the best Fire & Rescue Service in the UK.

Our Purpose: Here to serve, Here to protect, Here to keep you safe.

12. Good governance and sound internal control arrangements will ensure the

Authority’s vision is known by all and drives and directs the Service outcomes.
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